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Classification of rats trapped: 

Mm alexandrinus 56 

Mm musculus 174 

Mm norvegicus 76 

Mm rattus 198 

Classification of rats shot from trees: 

Mus alexandrinus 15 

Mm rattus , 17 

Average number of traps set daily 1, 738 

INDIA. 
BOMBAY— Health. Conditions. 

Consul Dennison reports, September 8: 

There were 2 fatal cases of cholera and 1 of smallpox during the 
week ended September 6. Plague deaths fell to 17, as against 25 in 
the previous week and a five-yearly average of 29. The corrected 
death rate of the population was nominally 30.09, but actually probably 
much less. 

CALCUTTA— Cholera, Plague, and Smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Allan reports, September 8: 
During the week ended August 20 there were 12 deaths fron. 
cholera, 12 from plague, and 1 from smallpox in Calcutta; in all Ben- 
gal, 69 cases of plague, with 56 deaths; in all India, 1,543 cases of 
plague, with 1,046 deaths. 

ITALY. 
Status or Cholera. 

Surgeon Geddings, at Naples, reports: Naples, October 2-4, 34 cases 
cholera, 11 deaths; other parts of Italy, 29 cases, 5 deaths. Naples, 
October 5-6, 13 cases; other parts of Italy, 18 cases, 5 deaths. Naples, 
October 7 and 8, 17 cases, 4 deaths; other parts of Italy, 15 cases, 5 
deaths. Naples, October 9 and 10, 16 cases, 3 deaths; other parts of 
Italy, 23 cases, 13 deaths. 

Doctor Geddings further reported September 26: 

During the week ended September 24 cholera was reported in Italy 
as follows: 



Province of Bari: 

Barletta 

Molfetta 

Triggiano 

Total 

Province of Foggia: 

Cerignola 

Trimtapoli 

Total. 



Cases. 


Deaths. 


6 

27 

1 


4 
6 



34 


10 


13 
8 


10 
5 



It will be seen that the epidemic is on the decrease and that the 
number of infected localities is gradually diminishing. 
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Conditions m Naples. 

The deaths from gastro-enteritis reported to the municipality have 
been as follows: September 18, 11; September 19, 3; September 20, 
4; September 21, 11; September 22, 44; September 23, 20; September 
24, 94. 

On September 25, I issued a circular to all steamship companies 
operating in Naples, informing them that in view of the continued 
unsatisfactory public health conditions in Naples, it had become neces- 
sary to impose the restrictions contemplated by paragraphs 18 to 
22 of the quarantine regulations of the United States, and that said 
restrictions would remain in force until further notice. This circular 
was promptly acknowledged, and a copy is herewith inclosed for your 
information. 

On September 25 the minister of the interior at Rome made an offi- 
cial declaration of the existence of one case of cholera, confirmed by 
bacteriological examination, stating in an interview that, while the dis- 
ease which had been prevailing in Naples was not cholera, it afforded 
good soil for cholera. At tbis writing, therefore, Naples is an 
infected port, and will be so treated in the handling of passengers and 
merchandise until the wishes of the Surgeon-General in the premises 
are communicated to me. The measures being enforced are indicated 
by the circular, to which 1 again beg to refer. Bills of health here- 
after issued will bear the declaration that cholera exists in Naples, 
unless developments should demand the stronger statement that the 
disease prevails. 

At this time it may be interesting to endeavor to trace the history 
of this outbreak, in the light of facts as they are now known, subject, 
of course, to future revision. It is the opinion of many that there 
have been cases of cholera in the city since August 27-28, when there 
were 3 deaths in the persons of an old woman and two boys, the boys 
both dying suddenly and with very suspicious symptoms after a pro- 
longed bath in the stagnant, sluggish water of the port (not the Bay of 
Naples). The cases were recorded as " gastro-enteritis," which since 
that time has gradually been on the increase, but the health authorities 
of the municipality and the kingdom have steadily declared that it 
was not specific in its nature, was altogether seasonal, and that the 
mortality from this cause and the total mortality were lower this year 
during the months of June, July, and August than for five years past. 

I have previously alluded to the cases of August 2~7 and 28, one of 
an old woman, the other of two boys who had indulged in bathing in 
the waters of the port or harbor of Naples. There open directly into 
the harbor two large sewers. These sewers drain a new part of 
Naples, the Quartiere Orientale, and in this quarter are situated many 
small hotels and furnished chambers and lodging houses of a poorer 
class. These sewers ma} T have been contaminated by refugees from 
Bari and Foggia, or by bacillus carriers from another district, but 
certain it is, that the old woman above referred to, whose occupation 
was that of a ragpicker, and who is now said to have picked rags 
and paper in the neighborhood of the mouth of this sewer, furnished 
the first case and the first death in Naples, which were followed on the 
next day by the cases of the two boys of the street-Arab class, who 
had bathed in the same locality. A case occurred on a ship in the 
same immediate locality, September 5-6, and since this time the spread 



October 14, 1910 1462 

of the disease has been gradual but certain. The water of the harbor 
is believed to be infected. In one corner of this same harbor are beds 
for the propagation of mussels, a favorite article of food among the 
lower Neapolitan population. Closely situated to these mussel beds 
are places for the preservation alive of fish and oysters, where the 
conditions are little if any better, for they serve as the emptying place 
for a large sewer which passes through the naval arsenal, with its 
several thousand employees and workmen. Fish and oysters are very 
popular articles of food in Naples. 
The circular issued to steamship companies was as follows: 

Circular. 

Naples, Italy, September 25, 1910. 

To the representatives of the various 

steamship companies in Naples. 
Gentlemen: The health situation in Naples having continued unsat- 
isfactory, and the disease prevailing having assumed alarming pro- 
portions, it becomes necessary to consider the port as infected, and the 
following precautions as to passengers and freight from Naples to any 
port or place in the United States will be enforced on and after this 
date and until further notice: 

I. All passengers of the steerage class, originating in Naples, to be 
considered as coming from an infected district, and to be held under 
observation upon the quarantine ship Marsala, as has been the prac- 
tice with the passengers from the Provinces of Bari and Foggia. 

II. All passengers of the steerage class coming from healthy dis- 
tricts, but embarking in Naples, to be embarked with a minimum of 
delay in the city, and to be conveyed from trains to inspection shed 
without communication or stay in the city. It is suggested that all 
passengers of this class be collected in one large building where they 
can be under easy and convenient observation. 

III. The carrying of foodstuffs of an} 7 description upon the person, 
or in the hands or baggage of such passengers will be strictly pro- 
hibited, and all such foodstuffs found as a result of search will be 
absolutely confiscated. 

IV. Passengers of the first and second cabin classes to be interro- 
gated as to their whereabouts for the five days immediately preceding 
embarkation, and to be required to present satisfactory evidence that 
they have not been exposed to infection. 

V. The shipment of merchandise as enumerated in paragraphs 18 to 
22, inclusive, of the quarantine regulations of the United States to be 
forbidden if originating in Naples or in any infected district or if 
stored in Naples prior to shipment. The classes of merchandise are 
as follows: 

Household goods and personal effects, bedding, second-hand articles 
in general, unsalted meats, sausages, butter, cheese, fresh and dried 
fruits, vegetables, rags and textile fabrics used in the manufacture 
of paper, new feathers for bedding, human hair (unmanufactured), 
bristles, wool, hides, unless chemically cured; hides, green or unsalted, 
and any or all articles which the medical officer may consider infected, 
or as to the origin of which no satisfactory evidence can be produced. 

You are requested to acknowledge receipt of the information herein 
contained. 

Respectfully, H. D. Geddings, Surgeon. 



